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Approvedmanagement plan

The River Red Gum Parks Management Plan is a strategic guide for managing and protecting
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Summary

The River Red Gum Parks Management Plan outlinemémagement of more than 100 parks
and reserves covering moreah 215000 ha éong the Murray, Goulburn and Ovens river
corridors between Wodonga and the South Australian border. They include Gunbower,
HattahcKulkyne, Lower Goulburn and Wadyvensnationd parks part of MurraygSunset
National ParkLeaghur State ParicadserBend, Kings Billabong, Muridgulkyne and Nyah
Viniferaparks the proposed Murray River Pafkee box page 4 and Appendixdnd
Shepparton and Keranggionalparks This plan doesnot encompas®8armah National Park
and most of MurragSunset National Park, which will beveoed in a Joint Management Plan
anda Mallee ParkManagementlanrespectively.

The enjoyment derived fromavious recreational activities such sasimming,camping,

walking, fishing antioating depends in large measure on maintaining and protectingpidud

and riverine landscapé&.his plan focuses on protecting and enhancing the outstanding natural
and cultural values of the parks and reserves while allofangecreation and tourism
compatible with the protection of those values. It recognidas benefits of a landscapscale
approach for managing water allocations, threatened species, pest plants and animals, fire,
recreation and tourism for the parks améserves.

The aspirations and responsibilities of Traditional Owiaeis their relationship to Countrgre

key considerations in the management of the River Red Gum Hdukplan respects the
relationships that Traditional Owners and the broader comityuhave with the parks and
reserves, and seeks to strengthen these connections through participation in the management
of the parks and reserves.

Theplan recognises the importance of active and evidebased adaptive managemernd
the need to improveour understanding of the parks through shared scientific, cultural and
local community knowledge.

Importantly, theplanalso adheres to the policy directions provided in Mietorian
D2@SNYYSyYy(dQa INSGILPRNRAISY Ry @AKNER Yy Y SKivetRedGuna SaavySyi
Forests Investigation, Final Report, July 20@BAC 2008)

The parks and reserves

¢CKS LI NJa YR NBASNWBSa LINRGSOG + fFNBS I NBF 2F !
as three internationally significant Ramsar wetlands, maghliz significant Aboriginal places,

several important possettlement sites, significant geological features, and a diverse range of

flora and fauna, including many threatened species.

The Aboriginal occupation of the region stretches back at lea®0B0/ears, and continues
today. This has created strong living connections between Traditional Owners and the land,
wetlands and rivers, and a cultural landscape that provides deep insights into the distant and
recent past.
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Postsettlement occupation has produced a complex cultural landscape modified by
agriculture, timber harvesting, stock grazing and river transport. All the River Red Gum Parks
have suffered disturbance from these activities to some degree

The development ofiver regulation and irrigation infrastructure such as regulators, canals
and leveeshave drastically altered strearflows and flooding regimes on the floodplains,
resultingin a decline in the health of the River Red Gum forestsams and wetlands as well
as the species that depend on them for their continuing survival.

The River Red Gum Parks are valued for the opportunities they provide for recreation,
including campig, water activities birdwatching, fishing andvalking.Theappeal of many of

the parks and reserves lies in their relative remoteness and undeveloped nature, and in the
opportunity to experience riverine and wetland landscapes.

The parks and reserves border other public land, including 8iedst, conservatiomeserves
outside the planning area, water storages and weirs, and have an extensive interface with
neighbouring freehold land used for a range of purpeseduding agriculture, settlement and
conservationln the planningarea the southern bank of th&lurray River, which is the border
between Victoria and New South Wales, is occupied for much of its length by parks and
reservesincluding theproposed Murray River Park

Zones are applied to the parks and reserves to show where different managemerniodisec
and priorities apply. Areas of high conservation value are included in the Conservation Zone.

Meeting legal management requirements

The planning area includes 10 parks managed in accordance wilttienal Parks Act 1975
(Vic.), primarily to pragct the natural environment, flora, fauna and features of scenic,
archaeological, ecological, geological, historic or other scientific intesigsito protectwater
resources and maintain water quality. Subject to this, the parks are used for enjoyment,
recreation, education and research.

The two regional parks, theroposed Murray River Padnd more than 100 reserves managed
under theCrown Land (Reserves) A878(Vic.) Forests Ac1958(Vic.)andWildlife Act1975
(Vic.)aremanaged for a variety gfurposes, including conservation and recreation in

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan Y



accordance withictorian Environmental Assessment Council (VE2Gmmendations

acceptedby government For examplghistoric reserves are managed to preserve and protect

historic heritage, conservieir natural and other features, and provide for a broader range of

activities and uses than the national parks.

¢CKS ¢NIRAGAZ2YLF T hgy i@ radeRay guSadians @ yborigidal G KS f | YR
cultural heritage and placeswe respected. Manageemt of the parks and reserves will be

consistent with the requirements of th&boriginal Heritage Act 20Q0&ic.) to recognise and

protect tangible and intangible Aboriginal heritage.

In addition, legislation such as tidora and Fauna Guarantee A&88(Vic.) Heritage Rivers
Act1992(Vic.)and Reference Areas At®78(Vic.)Jamong others provide for protection of a
range of values. This legislation is taken into account in this plan.

Strategies for management

The following chapters dghis approvedplan include goals and strategies for directing the
management of the parks and reserves for at least 15 years.

Caring forculture

Traditional Owners will guide the protection of Aboriginal heritage, which will include
monitoring and interpreting cultural sites, directing visitors away from sensitive places,
improving visitor information and providing tours led by Aboriginal guidaskgPVictoria will
investigate the formal use of appropriate Aboriginal or local names for specific features,
places, roads and tracks, including an Aboriginal name for Wy@umns National Park.

The protection ofAboriginal heritagewhich includsancesral burial sitesis of great
importance.The extensive scale and sensitivity of ancestral burials sites distributed across
large areas requires significant planning and partnerships with Traditional Owners to ensure all
land management activities are uadaken sensitively and in accordance with legislation.

Some visitor practices, such as digging fire, pitsl illegal activitiessuch as offoad trailbike
riding, are posing a risk to cultural sitestrategies to alleviate these threats have been
developed. Interpretation of cultural sites will be undertaken where Traditional Owners deem
it suitable. Traditional Owner land management practices relating to fire and water will be
used where possible.

Post-colonial settlement heritage and connections will continue to be recognised and
respected, and the understanding of heritage values and places will be enhanced by improved
information and interpretation. Were appropriate, compatible uses are permittéderitage

action statements will be prepared for priority heritage places and areas, and heritage listing
will be sought where appropriate.

Parks Victoria will consult with communities where a change to access to places is required,
recognising that sucbhanges may have an impact on their connections.

Water for Country

The frequency, timing, duration and depth of flooding are critical for the health of River Red
Gum forests and many other ecosystems in the River RedRzauks Management of water
flows ischallengingwith many competing requirements for water.
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Young carmorants in a mature
River Red Gum

A number of programsuch as environmental or cultural waterirage underway to restore
flow patterns, addressingne of the keythreats to the biodiversityand ecological health of
water-dependet values of the River Red Guarks Parks Victoria will work with a range of
partner agencieand Traditional Owner® achieve improved water management and
flooding regimes, particularlywhere they aligrwith the objectives of this management plan.

Caring foithe Environment

While the parks and reserves are characterised by a diversity of natural values, many natural
values are under serious threat from changing patterns of widers and use. If insufficient
flooding continues, further deterioration of the expanse and condition of wetlands and forests,
already in poor condition, will have lostgrm impacts on the plant and animal communities

and ecosystemgroviding little resiliencéo the future impacts of climate change.

The plan identifiesevenpriorities to halt the decline of the parks and reserves, build resilience
and lead to recovery. In addition to improving water regimes and delivering environmental
water, action will bedken where necessary tainimise the impact teecosystems and other
natural values fronbushfires, floods and other severe events. This may include targeted
planned burning and changes to flooding regimes through the use of regulators and levees.
Invasiveplants andanimals including aquatic speciels)2 8 S A SNR 2 dza mMddrall & G2
values. The priorities for management also include reducing grazing pressure from kangaroos,
rabbits,pigs, goatsdeerandcattle (includingeradicating containingor controllingsmall or

isolated populationy reducing fox predationand reducingimpacts fromnew andexisting
aquaticweeds Partnerships with catchment management authoritig€MA3, other agencies

and research organisationdll be key to addressing éise issues as well kisowledgegaps

Parks Victoria recognises the benefits of landsesqae andcomplementary crossenure
land management, and will workith public and private land managers, agencies and
authorities to improve ecosystem and habitinnectivity and reducdragmentation.

Invasive plant and animal control will require cooperation with neighbouring landholders and

the assistance of volunteer organisations suclri@nds groups, the Sporting Shooters
Associatiorof Australia VRFishAustralian Deer Association, and Field and Game Australia.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan  vii



People in Parks

Dispersed camping will continue to be permitted and camping areas will be established in
highruse areas to minimise the impact of camping on the environment, cultural values and
other visitors. Parks Victoria will investigate establishing campgrounds with bookable
campsites. Dispersed camping, however, will remain the predominant type of camping along
the Murray River. Facilities will be upgraded at priority camping areas and afiafiditor

sites where they are currently inadequate. This may include the establishment of camping
areas suitable for recreational vehicles (RVs, also known as motor homes) on major touring
routes and lowkey commercial accommodation, such as safari teat&ey locations.

Because of the risk to public safety amatural valus, areas subject to flooding or other

hazards may be closed seasonally or temporarily. The location and suitability of access ramps
for launching and retrieving boats on the Murr&gulburn and Ovensgverswill be reviewed.
Some ramps may need to be upgraded to provide safe and sustainable access, while others
may need to be closed and rehabilitated.

Campfires will continue to be permitted in areasewd camping is allowed, subjeict fire
restrictions and other regulations. To protect Aboriginal cultuedlies(such asancestral

burial site$ from damage, some areas may be designated as areas where campfires are not
permitted or only permitted in fireplaces provided. Firewood ection for campfires will be
allowed in specified areas in most parks.

The dumping of household and commercial wastes, as well as littering and toilet wastes
around camping areas, are major issues in the River Red Gum Parks. A broad public education
program, in combination with increased monitoring and enforcemenill be put in place to

address these issueRarks Victoria will also work with local councils to develop strategies for
managing litter and toilet wastes, and will require event managers eoige adequate

resources to cope with the volume of wastes generated during events.

Camping with dogs will be allowednmostareas otthe proposed Murray River Panegional
parks and some reserveBogs must ben leadat all times when not inside a vehicle.

Duck hunting will continue to be permitted in designated reserves during declared open
seasons. For safety reaspdeclared wetlandsnay be closed to other visiterduring specified
times of the day during the dealked duck hunting seasotdunters may usgundogs in these
reserves during declared hunting seasons.

Sustainable naturbased tourism experiences around wildlife, life on the river, Aboriginal
culture and cultural heritage will be supported to generatgogunities for economic and
social benefits to communities, including Traditional Owners.

Exploration and mining may be licensed in parks and reserves other thanrttzoseged
under the National Parks AtB75 subject to an assessment of the impacts drdiversity,
heritageand social value®omestic firewood collectiomill not be permittedexceptsubject
to the designaion offirewood colletion areasin two regional parks

Public and private uses to be allowed include communications, water supply and other

infrastructure, training activities by the Defence Forces, emergency services, education

services and scientific research. Existing private uses in Koondrook HistorwilAceatinue

G2 0SS LISNN¥AGGSR LINPQOARSR (GKS& FNB O2yaraitsSyid oAl
cultural values. Events, commercial tours and commercial filming and photography require a

permit issued by Parks Victoria.
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Parks Victoria will worglosely with the Murray Regi@hTourism Board and local councils in
the planning and implementation of the proposed Murray River Adventure Trail, which is
proposed to extend from Lake Hume to Wentworth. Parks Victoria also supports the
RiverConnect inisitive of the Greater Shepparton City Council.

Engagingvith Country

Understanding and appreciating the River Red Gum environment, culture and histaswaplay
important role in community health and personal wellbeing. Parks Victoria aims to enhance
this role by upgrading and delivering interpretation of park stories at key sites in partnership
with Traditional Ownerszatchmentmanagementuthorities, local councils, licensed tour
operators and volunteer groups.

Faceto-face information and interpretatioprograms and diregbark rangercontact, as well

as Junior Ranger and other commuriigsed pograms, will be supported by the development
of web and mobile apps that encourage sglfided learning and discovery. Sctewlll be
encouraged to make use tife River Red Gum Parks as outdoor learning environments,
particularly at Spence Bridge and Darling Jemxtducationareas Previsit information will be
made available on Parkweétyww.parkweb.vic.gov.auand at key regional visitor centres.

The aspirations, values and knowledge of Traditional Owners will be reflected in park

management, ensuring that cultural practices continue, connections to healthy Country are
strengthened, and community appreciationtbe¢ N} RA G A2y | f h érseSultial NA OK
heritage is enhanced. Community skills and knowledge will also be incorporated into park

planning through engagement programs that feed into operational decisiaking.

Neighbouring landholders wille encouraged to participate in informatiexchangeo

improve crosgenure land management. Parks Victoria will encourage the formation of new
friendsgroups and othegroups to assist with park and reserve management.

Improving our Knowledge

Ecological, cultural and visitor research are fundatally important for identifying park and
reserve valueandthe threatsthey face andunderstanding how they should be managgt
how threats can benitigated Ecological research and monitoring that addresses key
information gaps and increases the wrdtanding of priority ecological assets and threats will
be encouraged and promoted. Key research questions will focus on nine themtes:and
flooding; flora, fauna andecologicalprocessesgeology andgeomorphologyfire; invasive
species;climate change;visitors; Aboriginalheritage;and postcolonisation leritage.

Monitoring and evaluating management is a key step in ensuring the best outcome of
programs. Parks Victoria aims to assess outcomes in all programs so that they can be adapted
to improveeffectiveness and efficiency.

Parks Victoria will maintain partnerships with research institutions and researchers, and will
encourage citizen scier opportunitiesin research and monitoring activities in the River Red
Gum Parks.

Traditional ecological and cultural knowledge will be identified and applied to support
sustainable land management practices. The impact of visitor use on cultural values and assets
will be carefully monitored, and action will be taken if historic orunalt features or sites are

at risk.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan  ix
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1 Overview

Northern+ A QU 2 NR I Q& w Aigchdéla diveiRe rdhgeYof specidslari
ecosystems on the floodplains and banks of the Murray, Ovens and Goulburn
rivers extendngfrom the South Australian bordeo the peaks of the Warby
Rangesnear Wangaratta

1.1 The River Red GuRuarks

The River Red GuRarksncludeover 100parks and reservamanaged by Parks Victoridong
the Murray, Goulburn and Ovenmiser corridors between Wodonga and th&outh Australian
border. The planning area includd® parksmanagedunder theNational Parks Act 197¥ic.)
andover100reserves anather areas reserved under therown Land (Reserves) Act 1978
(Vic.) Forests Ac1958(Vic.)and Wildlife Act 1978Vic.)(figurel.1,appendixl1). The parks
managed under the National Parks A875make up the majority of the land covered by this
plan. They are:

1 Gunbower National Pgk (9330 ha)
Including part oflGunbower Foresta wetland aredisted under the Ramsar Convention.
w Hattah¢Kulkyne National Park50060 ha)
IncludingHattahcKukyne Lakesawetland area listed under the Ramsar Convention, and
Kia and Chalka Creesferenceareas
w Lower Goulburn National Par{@320 ha)
Includingpart of the Goulburn Heritage River
w Murray¢Sunset National Parkpart) (57472 ha of the total park area of 6@&35 ha)
Including ToupnefhCreek and Lake Walla Walkferenceareas
w WarbycOvens National Parkl4 750 ha)
Includingmostof the Ovens Heritage River and Killawarra and Warby Rafgence
areas
Leaghur State Par{2050 ha)
GadnBend Park (1623 ha)
Kings Billabong Par{2198 ha)
MurraycKulkyne ParK4545 haincludingTarpaulirf Bend Reference Area)
NyahcVinifera Park(1370 ha)

€ e € ¢ge¢g

The three parks below are covered separately by the Crown Land Reserve Act:

1 Kerang Regional Pai(l864 ha)
1 Shepparton Regional PafR798 ha)
1 Murray River ParKapproximately 37 000 has proposell

* Gadsen Benthkes itsname froma prominentfarming familynamed GadsderThe namewasrendered as
Gadserin VEAC (200&nd othersources resulting in this spelling beiragloptedin legislationParks Victoria is
obligedto use the legislated name.

" A corruption of Tapalirthe name ofaformer pastoral holding on the New South Wales side of the bend.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan 1
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Therest of the planning areaonsiss of the proposed Murray River Patkeebox The

proposed Murray River Padndappendixl), Shepparton and Keranggional parks19 nature
conservation reserves, 41 bushland reserves, two education areas, five streamside reserves, 25
state game reserveshteehistoricareas andeservesandanarea of unclassified land.

The parksnanaged under the National Parks A875are managedo preserve and protect

the natural environment, florandfauna features of scenic, archaeological, ecological,
geological, historic or other scientific interesd protectwater resourcesand maintain water
quality; and for the study of ecology, geology and other sagsndhese parks wilbe used for
enjoyment, recreation, education and appropriate study related to conservation of the natural
environment of the parks.

The reservesinder the @own Land (Reserves) At®78and Wildlife ActL975will continue to
be managed under thseActs (appendix 1and in accordance with their intended use as
agreedby government

Referenceareas and other legislated areascludingheritage riversare refected in zoning
and overlaygtable3.1and maps2¢13).

The main feature of the River Red Glandscapes thefloodplains of the MurrayOvens and
Godburnrivers The landscape msnarrow, more or lesdinear areahat includes theMurray
Riverfloodplains and the lower reaches of tributary rivevish similar riveme landscapesand
extendsto the granitic hills angpeaksof the Warby Ranges

The aspirations ahe severallraditional Ownegroups are key considerations for the
management of th planning areaThis plan respects and recognises the relationships of the
Traditional Owners and the broader communities with the River Red Gum Parks, and seeks to
strengthen these connectior{sections 1.2and4.1).

t I NJa +AO002NA QATENYFASYSYOIR NRINREOKI NJ & YR
context ofState and Commonwealth legislation, international treaties, broader government
public and private land policies and plans, bastctice principles, strategies and guidelines.

This managemerglan adopts theHealthy Parks Healthy Peoglkilosophy, which reinforces

and encourages connections between a healthy environment and a healthy society. It
encourages those from the health, environment, parks, tourism, recreation, community
development ad education sectors to work together to provide a better outcome for all.

The plan also adopts a landscape approach, acknowledging that the planning area must be
considered in the context of adjacent public and private land. This approach is fundamental to
achieving the vision for the parks and will help maintain ecologicakgs®s and ecosystem
services. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) identifies this type of
approach as best practice.

The alignment with broader State and Commonwealth strategies for the use, management and
conservation of land and wer (such as regional catchment strategigandwith coordinating
programs with other agencies and the communigyparticularly important in managing the

River Red Gum Parks. The approved management plan will link directly to annual programs
and evaluabn and reporting, such as State of the Parks reports.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan 3



The proposed Murray River Park

In April 2005, the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council (VEAC) commence
Ay@SaidtAaardAiazy Ayiaz2z £AO002NAI Qa wA SNy w
2008, examined public land from Lake Hume to the South Australian border, includ
the lower reaches of the Avoca, Loddon, Campaspe, Goulburn, King, Ovens and K
rivers. The report led to the establishment of four new national parks and propased
Murray River Park be established along the Murray River, extending from Wodonga
gSalt 2F aAfRddNI® ¢KS LINBPLRAL 0dzA f R
recommendations for the River Murray Reserve.

The proposed park of more than 30 hectares ansists of a large number of
predominantly linear reserves along the Murray River that conserves and protects t
many values and uses of public land. The proposed park area includes the R
Murray Reserve, adjoining areas of State forest, existing magiparks at Wodonga,
Yarrawonga, Cobram, Tocumwal and Echuca, public land water frontages, and s
areas of land in various other public land use categories. For planning purposes,
areas are referred to as the proposed MurrdyeR Park throughouttte plan.

The land that constitutes the proposed park plays a major role in the overall protecti
and unification of River Red Gum forests along the Murray River by helping to link
system of parks established in 2010. It provides an important habdeaidor along
the Murray River, and contributes greatly to the overall protection of the river an
associted River Red Gum forests.

While, at this stage, there are no plans to formally create the parknagement
proposals in this plan are consistenttiwithe 32 GSNY YSy (i NE a LJZ
recommendations.

Adaptive management is an integral part of the planning approanhbling ongoing scienee

and evidencébased decisions. This approach allows for ongoing learning by continually
assessing the succesfactions in meeting management objectives, and allowing adjustment
of future management actions. It is the integration of various components of management to
systematically test assumptions, promote learning and continuous improvement, and provide
timely information to support management decisions. These logical steps guide the effective
implementation and evaluation enables clearer connections to be made between goals and
actions on the ground.

This plan articulates management outcomes for the Rived B&im Parks over 15 years,
starting with a vision for the are@hapter 2)Jandmanagementzoning (bapter 3).Chapters 4
to 9 provide background on a range of management areasytiaésthat have beerdeveloped
for each areaand strategiesor achievinghose goalsThe @als are statements of what
management and the community are seeking to achieveeémhspecific arear aspect of
park management

4 Overview



Theplan facilitates sound management that meets statutory obligations, enables the
community to takepart indecisiormaking, assists in the resolution of conflicts over uses and
activities, ancensurescontinuity of management. Athanagementctivities and programs in
the parks andeservegelate to the delivery of a goal or strategy. Hence the plaeats

annual park programming and priority setting.

Annual operational planning details specific works or projects, budgets, accountabilities and
timelines for completion each year at a regional or district level.

Althoughthis plan has a 1fyear timefrane, some goals may be achieved earlier. The delivery
of programs, including targeting monitoring against agreed stand&dsviewed and

reported as part of routine organisational practiead progresss also measured against the
implementation priorites.

The management plan may be amendedeeded For example, it might be necessary to
manage or use the parks differently because of unexpected circumstances, because of issues
not covered in the plan that become significant, or because circumstaumsadires, floods

or climate changeorchanges in visitor usenay require a change in management approaches
or goals.

Proposed amendments to the plan will be subject to public consultation and, when approved,
shown on the plan available on ParksvENA | Q&4 ¢So6aAiSo

Aboutone-third of the planning area is the subject of existing management plans. The
remaining areas areelativelynew parks or reserves, or smaller areas for which management
plans have not been prepared. The approved management pilaneplace the following
existing and plans:

w Warby Ranges State Park Management fRarks Victoria 1998a)

w Management Plan for Warby Ranges State Park (Parks Victoria 2006)
w Leaghur State Park Management Plan (Parks Victoria 1998b)

w Kings BillabonwVildlife Reserve Management Plan (Parks Victoria 2008)

The approved management plan will also replacergievantpartswithin the planning areaf
Mallee Parks Management Plan (National Parks Service 1996) for ¢tatilkiine National
Park, MurragKulkyre Park, and that part of the Murrg$unset National Park within the
planning area

Barmah National Paiik not within the scope of thiplan, however, Barmah Island, which is
situated adjacent to the national park is withinglscope of the planThe Yata Yorta
Traditional Owner Land Management Board has been established to devglimp a
management plan for this park. Future directions for the Dharnya Centiarna of
surrounding land, which is not part of Barmah National Park, will be resolveiieutse River
Red Gum Parks planning proceSmall areas arounBarmahcurrently covered in Barmah
State Park and Barmah State Forest Management Plan (DCEot888)Murray Forest Plan
and Ulupna Island, Barmah Forest Management Plan d98ow be coveed by this plan.

Plan evaluation

The majority of sategiesrecommendedn this plan will be implementedhrough Operations
Plans Activities, and t is important to track the progress ohplementationprogramsi.e. such
as reportingthat anareaisno longer infested with a weed. It is also important to track
progress towards achieving the goals for the gaskich as the improvement in the extent of a
native vegetation community or the condition of habitat for a threatened species. The
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strategies to achieve the goase identified in bapters 4 to 9Reporting onthe
implementation and success tife strategies wildemonstrate ifthe goals for the River Red
Gum Park$ave been realised

There is an assumption that management actiontatikle threats lead to an improvement in
values, such as the health of River Red Gamests However, longerm monitoring of specific
values is required to determinghetherthis assumptioris valid(chapter 9)

Careful analysis is required to deterraithe cause of changes in values and uses; whether
they can be attributed to park management or other effects. Given the timeframe of many
ecological processes, the measurement of values is commonly undertaken over five to ten
yearsor more, and data is ampared with earlier assessmeniffhe evaluation of management
effectiveness uses information collected in monitoring programs to inform future
management.

Longterm monitoring of specific values is costhere possible, Parks Victoria will work
collaboratively with other agencies and research organisations to use data from existing
monitoring programs that assist with the evaluation of this platernatives such as
communitybased volunteer programsay be more coseffective andmay alsdhelp to
developand shardmportant knowledge andkills

The following measures relate to the desired outcomes for the pasks wholerather than

for specific strategies listed throughout this plan. They will generally be reported through the
State of theParksprograml Y R Ayt | dhuslrepoktOThesdldielasras are

expected to be refined and, subject to available funding, further measures may be identified as
more information becomes available and techniques improve.

Key measures for park goals

Cultural heritage management

¢KS LI NJ] 3I2Ffa NBO2 égnkciod to ufural heiBagdniopibtedtdS 2 LI S & Q
places of significanc&he plan aims tensure that Parks Victoria works witladitional

Ownersand community groupsandto capture the condition of state and nationally significant

places across all parks and resnas follows:

w trendsin the Identification andecordng ofcultural heritage places

w trendsin the mplementation of cultural heritagemonitoring program

w trendsin the integration ofTraditional Owner knowledge land and water management

w trendsin fire management that supports the preservation and reinvigoration of traditional
ecological knowledge

Water management

The goalareto maintainwater-dependent ecosystemsnd improve ecosystem resilience,
particularly in the face of climate chanddeasures include:

w trendsin waterway and floodplain valueas all parks and reserves

9 trendsin ecological character Ramsar sites

i trendsin meeting hydrologicakater requirementst all waterdependet parks and
resenes

i trendsin measures of aquatic healtbuch as macrinvertebrate communities all
waterway assets
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Management ofthe natural environment

The goals for the natural environment are to maintain and improve the diversity and condition
of ecosystems and habitats and populations of communities and spébtéasures include:

w trend in treerecruitment and canopy health key parks and reserves

w trend in richness and cover of understorey vegetation speciedl parks and reserves

w trend in diversity and extent of wetland and aquatic vegetation spaciedl parks and
reserves

w trend in abundance and distribution of native fish specieall parks and reserves

w frequency and scale of successful waterbird breeding events, particuladgl@rynesting
species and threatened species Ramsar sites and key wetlands

w trend in the abundance and distribution of native frog spetieall paks and reserves

w distribution and status of key threats to ecosystems, includiaxgpredatior; new, existing
and aquaticweed invasiopandgrazing pressure

w trends in populations dfeynationally and statéhreatened species, such as Regent Parrot,
Murray Cod, Silver Perch, Inland Carpet Pythaiant Bullfog, Broadshelled Turtle,
slender LovegrassBillabongDaisy andHairy Darlingpeat keyparks and reserves

w trends in the abundance of species important to Traditional Owners, asithtivefish,
freshwater musselsyaterbirds and turtless  keyparks and reserves

w changesin ecosystem resilieng@ncluding trend in the proportion of ecosystems within
desired tolerable fire intervals and tresdh the proportion of ecosystems within desiragl
range of growth stages all parks and reserves

Community partnerships

Thegoalsare(i 2 &G NBy3IJGKSYy LIS2LIX SQa O2yySOiAz2ya | yR
Measures include:

w levelof Traditional Ownergvolvementin park management all parks andeserves

w levelof volunteers and community group participationall parks and reserves

Visitors and tourism

Thegoalsare tomaintain a range of inspiring visitor experiences while protecting the
environment.Measures include:

w numberof visits toparkst keyparks and reserves

w levelof visitor satisfactiomr key parks and reserves

w conditionof visitor facilitiest all parks andckeyreserves

w the extent and conditio of the road and track network all parks and reserves

w trendin walking tra& conditiont all parks and reserves

w levelof participation in educatiomnd interpretation programs keyparks and reserves
w levelof participation inlicensedtour operatortourst key parks and reserves

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan 7
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Lagaoon; Lawer Goulburn National Park

1.2 Traditional Ownes

The NgintaitNjeri Njeri, Latje LatjgWadi WadiWamba Wamba, Tati Tati, WergaMulupna,
Barapa Barapa, Yorta YarWaywurru, Dudoroa, Bangeraagd Taunguruig are the First
Peoples of the rivers and plains of the River Red Gum Parks. These Traditional Owners and
Registered Aboriginal Parties are recognised as primary guardians, keepers and knowledge
holders of Aboriginal cultural heritage for various parts of the planning area.

The powers and responsibilities of Registered Aboriginal Parties include evaluating Cultural
Heritage Management Plans and approving or refusing them, enforcing compliance with the
protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage, and making recommendations itioel#o the
sensitivity of information on the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register.

The Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation (YYNAC) is the Registered Aboriginal Party over
an area south of the Murray Riveanging from Cohuna in the west to beyond Wangaratta in

the east and south almost to Euroa. This area includes many of the River Red Gum Parks,
including Gunbower National Park, Lower Goulburn National Park, Shepparton Regional Park,
WarbycOvens NationaPark and a large section thie proposed Murray River Parkhe

b I ( A\Ehgl€adi Country Plan 2042017 (YYNAC 2012) reflects the aspirations and

directions for Country, including natural resource managemamrboperative management
agreementestablishedn 2004facilitates greater cooperation between Yorta Yopaopleand

the StateGovernment irthe management of theiCountry. Ths agreement applies to

designated areas of Crown land in Yorta Y@dantry, including Lower Goulburndtional

Park, Gemmil Swamp Vildlife Reserve LochGarryState Game Reseraad part of the

proposed Murray River Park

Parks Victoriavorks withRegistered Aboriginal Parties aichditional Owners through its
Managing Guntry Togetherpolicy. However where there is ndRegistered Aboriginal Party,
ParksVictoriais required toconsultwith Aboriginal Victorian relation toworks in parks and
reserves
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In 2010a Traditional Owner Land Managent Agreement was establishégtween the State
Government and Yorta Yorta titan Aboriginal Corporationnder theTraditional Owner
Settlement Act 201(Vic.) and aTraditional Owner Land Management Boardsestablished
for the joint management oBarmah National ParKhis parkwill be covered by a separate
joint managemenplan to be prepared by th¥orta Yortal'raditional Owner Land
Management BoardJoint managemendf the national parldoes not affect existingccess
anduses, which will continue to be managed under the National Parksl8¢5

It is anticipated thajoint managment may be granted for other River Red Giarksin the
future as part of possible Traditional Owner Land Management Agreemidatgever,a
future treaty couldprovide for different management arrangements with the Traditional
Owners(See boxHow might a treaty influence parks management?)

t F NJ & =+ splatichddk madagingparks
with Traditional Owners

WCeCKIFG ¢NXYRAGAZ2YVIE hgySNARQ O2yySOGA2Yy]
supported.

w That Traditional Owners apply their traditional land management practices on the
Country, and that the health of the Country is restored, culturally anc
environmentally.

w That Traditional Owners and Parks Victoria grow together, sharing knowledge &
skills as partners, working together to meet present andifetchallenges of climate
change andsustainable management of fire and water, and healing the legacy
inappropriate land and water management practices of the past.

w That Traditional Owners Haborate as leaders and are involved at all levels o
management about all aspects of Country and heritage to improve management g
prevent harm being done to cultural values.

w That Traditional Owners have the capacity, training and resources to mana
Country and to engage effectively with government, other stakeholders and th
community.

w That there is a strong reconnection of Traditional Owners with Country and
genuine recognition of this connection within the whole community.

w That TraditionalOwners develop businesses and equitable partnerships aimed
creating sustainable economic services to community and visitors, including own
and managing their own facilities on Country.

w That the River Red Gum rivers and plains are owned by thetiorediOwners and
managed as parks and reserves for all Australians.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan 9



How might a treaty influence park management?

The Victorian Government is committed to advancing -determination for
Aboriginal people across Victoria. Regional and statewiderie were held in 2016 to
help define the agenda for selfetermination. The idea of a treatpetween the
Victorian Aboriginal community and the Victorian Governm&as supported, and an
Aboriginal Treaty Interim Working Group was established to provitieca on the
process and timing for a treatyand guidance on community engagement, and to
examine options for a permanent Victorian Aboriginal representative body. A
interim report from the Working Group was presented in December 2016.

The scope of dreaty has not yet been defined. Some of the possibilities includ
addressing recognition and reconciliation, sidtermination and empowerment
land and resources, and the relationship between Aboriginal people andthie
Government. Some of these psibilities are detailed in @reaty Fact Shegavailable
FNRBY ! 62NARIAYI f. OneioDihe INRK btépa is # Sdetérmirie Show
Aboriginal people would like to be represented in any treaty negotiatithis is the
current focus of consultationst KS 3I2FSNYYSy i Qa LRAAGAZ
Aboriginal community can decide who should represent the community or negotiate
tNBIFGe 2y (KS 02 YRepmsentat®veQ Structdr&sKHadt Bltealsd
available fromAboriginal Victori@ &  deSdas&ribes some options for consideration.

A treaty between Victorian Aboriginal people and the Victorian Government would |
framed within the constitutional powers of the government. A treaty would take intc
account any existing arrangements suchtlagse established under the Traditional

Owner Settlement Act, which provides an alternative framework for recognition (
the rights of Traditional Owners. Agreements under this Act are negotiated direct
between the government and Traditional Owner groupad recognise Traditional

hgySNEQ NBflFIGA2yaKALIA G2 GKS tFyRX 4l

Agreementsare in place with five Traditional Owner groups across Victoria: Yor:l
Yorta, Gunaikurnai, Dja Dja Wurrung, Gunditjimara and Wotjobaluk. Several ot
Traditional Owner groups are presently in negotiation with the State Government {
establishrecognition andsettlement agreements that may include Traditional Owner
Land Management Agreementsvhich could expand the number of parks and
reserves under jointnanagement.

The most likely consequence of a treaty is a greater role for Aboriginal people
planning, managing and decisiomaking for the parks within their traditional
Country. Joint management is already possible under the Traditional Own
Settlemert Act.

10
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consultation, River Red Gum Parks

1.3 Community input

The management plan for the River Red Gum Parks is based on the final recommendations of
the River Red Gum Forests Investigation (VEAC 2f®&lopedwith extensive public

consultation. It also draws on information and views provided by a wide range of groups and
individuals during preparation of the plan and comments receivetherdraftplan.

Traditional Owners were consulted individually or collegdif through organisations such as
Aboriginal corporations and the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN).

Parks Victoria Rangers discussed park management issues with park visitors during the 2015
16 summer. Comprehensive community inf@ation was made available in February 2@
generated considerable comment. Community Open House-girggssions were conducted

in Mildura, Robinvale, Swan Hill, Kerang, Echuca, Shepparton, Wangaratta, Corowa and
Melbourne in April 2016. These sessaillowed the community to share their views and find
out more about management of the planning area. The dropessions were attended by 166
members of the community.

Thedraft plan was released in June 2QParks Victoria received ninesgven writen
submissions and sevenggven online survey submissions frtme community and
stakeholders(appendix 3. The submissions commentesh many of the proposed directions
in the draft plan. The main points raised and the responses are summadriseable 11.

River Red Gum Parks Management Plan 11
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Table 1.1: Summary of the main points raised in submissions on the plan.

Issueraised Response

Roads andracks

Public response supported better track
maintenance and improving the conditiarf
tracks. Concern was raised that access be
maintained at the current level.

Recreational boating

There was support for improved access to
rivers, including vehicle tracks, ramps and ott
infrastructure.

Some clarification was sought regarding
motorised boating on the Goulburriver and
Lower Ovens River.

Camping

To maintain déspersed campingsthe
predominant style of camping along the
Murray River. Some areas, however, are
suffering from overcrowding. Some
visitors/groups commandeer areas for length
periods.

Campfires

A summer campfir®an was discussed in
several submissions even though the possibil
was not raised in the management plan. Ther
was an even number of submission supportin
a ban as those opposing one. Victoria is the
only state or territory within Australia that
allowscampfires during the declared fire
danger period.

Access will be maintained with a priority to
providing safe visitor access and emergency
response. Any proposed changes will be
discussed with user groups and emergency
services, such as CFA, as well local Shires anad
VicRoads.

Plan supports better facilities for boating.

Motorised boating will continue to be permitted
on the Goulburn River and Lower Ovens River
but will be subject to a speed limit to restrict thi
use of jet skis and wake boats.

DispersedCamping will continue with mininha
change. Thre@ew camp grounds and eight
camping areas to be established in higge
areas. These may include bookable campsites
fees and limits on length of stay to manage
demand, and may include provision of facilities

Campfires will continue to be permitted
throughout the fire danger period. NSW
regulations, which prohibit campfires, will
operate in NSW areas on the southern bank of
the Murray River.

continued on nebpage
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Table 1.1: continued

Issue raised Response

Dogs

Visitors to the parks along the Murray River
often travel with their domestic dogs. Dogs ar
not permitted in national parks.

Hunting

Hunting at Merbein Common was &gnised
as an issue. The proposed resolution through
hunter education was opposed as neither
suitable nor viable.

Toilets

All submissionsn this topic criticised the plan
for failing to deal with the issue of toileting in

Murray River camping areas and the disposal
toilet waste.

Visitor waste

¢CKSNB ¢l a | aidNry3a 7
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Tourism

The Murray River Adventure Trail and an RV
trail alongthe Murray River were well retved.

Dogs are permitted in the proposed Murray

River Park, historic areas and reserves and

regional parks, where they must be on lead an
under effective control at all times. Dogs are ni
permitted in national and state parks or nature
conservation reservesytluding flora and fauna
reserves. Dogs are not permitted in wildlife

reserves. Dogs are permitted in designated ar¢
of some state game reserves, and the use of g
dogs is permitted during duck hunting season.

A more detailed investigation is being
undertaken by DELWP. An outcome of the
investigation is expected late 2018.

Investigate the value of providing toilet facilitie:
at locations where high use has been identifiec
and whee the impact of human waste is having
a detrimental impact on the environment.

Continue to implement and promote Parks
+AO02NA I Q& 2 W0 ONNRILINY E
management and work with local councils and
waste management groups to develop strategi
for managing litter.

Both initiativesare supported.
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Satellite view: of the planning
area in the 2011 flooding season

1.4 The parks and their regional context

The River Red Gum Parks inclugere than215000 ha of land ien existing national parks

and other parksand 100 other areas that are reserved, or are intended to be reserved, under
the Crown Land @erves) Act or Wildlife Affigure 1.1,appendixl). The parks and reserves

lie mainly along the Murray River between the South Australian border and Lake Hume, a
distance of more than 600 km.

Land tenure

Land tenure determines the primary objectives for managemArgas of lad reserved under
the Natobnal Paks Actl975 including national parks and state parsg managed primarily
for:

w preservation and protection of the natural condition of the parks and their environment
w flora

w fauna

w features of scenic, archaeological, ecologigablogical, historic or other scientific interest
w protection of water resourceand maintenance of water quality.

Subiject to these purposeparks ardor use by the public for enjanent, recreation and
education, with @propriate research activities aralso provided for under the Act.

River Red Gurareasreserved under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act will be managed primarily
for:

w preservation of areas of ecological significance

w conservation of areas of natural interest or beauty, or of scientif&toric or
archaeological interest

w preservation of species of native plants

w propagation or management of wildlife or the preservation of wildlife habitat

w public recreation, including areas for camping.

River Red Gurareasreserved under the Wildlifdct will be managed primarily farotecting
and conserving wildlife.
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Regionakontext

Theplanning area incorporatasiore than 100 parks and reserves covering more thantf(b
ha along the Murray, Goulburn and Ovens river corridors between Wodongthargbuth
Australian borderBecause of the size of thanning areat needs to be considered within a
broadregional contextTheae arealargenumber of diferent land owners and land managers
both of parks estate and land bordering parks estatexddition, anumber of NSW state
agencies also have jurisdiction otke Murray River and other parks alotige Vic/NSW
border. The extend of the parks is the NSW/Vic borsiémated at the top of the southern
bank(excluding the Murray River)

Largesecions ofStateforestadjoining some River Red Gum Patesmanagedand regulated
by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Plan(ireLWPfor a variety of
purposes, including flora and fauna conservation, water catchment and water supply
protection, landscaperotection, archaeabgical and historic valugsotection, recreation and
education.

Many of theRiver Red Gum Par&so border other public land, including water storages, and
have an extensive interface with neighbouring freehold laneduer various purposes,
including agriculturetownships and tourism. Much ¢the planning area has absolute frontage
on thesouth bank of theMurray River, which ihe boundary between i¢toria and New

South Wales. The waters of the river axgbject toActs andregulations administered by the
State of New South Wales.

The portion of MurragSunset National Park included in the planning area adjoins Neds
Corner, a former cattle grazing propethat is now owned and managddr nature
conservatiorby Trustfor Nature.

The parks are ithin ten local government areashe rural cities of Mildura, Swan Hill and
Wangaratta the shiresof Gannawarra, Loddon, Campaspe, Moira and Indigd thecities of
Greater Shepparton and Wodonga. They are withihatsdistance of many rural centres,
including Mildura, Robinvale, Swan Hill, Kerang, Cohuna, Echuca, Cobram, Shepparton,
Yarrawonga, Wangaratta and Wodonga in Victoria, and Wentworth, Balranald, Deniliquin,
Moama and Albury in New South Wales.

Parks make significant state and regional economic contribution through ecosystem services
such as water, and through tourism, employment and other uses. Tourism is the second
largest employment sector in the region, contributing an estimated $1.9 billion toottad |
economy and employing about 18 400 peod&lpJTR2015.

The River Red Gum Parks are influenced by the activities of the Mallee, North Central,
Goulburn Broken and North EaGBMAs CMAs are responsible ftre integrated planning and
coordination of &nd, water, and biodiversity management. Regiaaéthmentstrategies
ensurethe protection and sustainable use of land, vegetation and water resources within
regions covered by the planning area.

TheRiver Red Gum Parks aisoinfluenced by adjoiningahd usesand have been shapdu
a range of past uses.

Aregional thematic framework developed Bontext (2014has been adaptetbr this planto
the VictorianFramework of Historic Themés highlight the historical themes that have
helped shape the distinctive landscapes of the River Red Gum (Btaalkser 4.
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1.5 Significance of the River Red Gum Parks

The RiveRed Gum forests of soutbastern Australia are among the most iconic landscapes in
Australia. They are recognised for their cultural significance to Aboriginal people, their
ecological importancéespecially as habitat for birds and other animadsd ther role in
regulating the flow of water on the floodplain of the Murray River. They are also strongly
valued for the opportunities they provide for recreataractivities such as campiragnd
water-based activitiesuch adishing

HattahcKulkyne NationaPark was reserved in 1960 and is the oldest national park in the
region. MurragSunset Nabnal Park was reserved 1991andLeaghur State Park in 1992
Gunbower, Lower Goulburn and Wadvensnational parkswere established in 2010. Kings
Billabong Parkvas established as a Wildlife Reserve in 1999 anduvteer classified as a
Nature Conservation Reserve in 2001.

Twenty nature conservationreservesn the planning area arassigned to Category la (Strict
NatureReservginthe L | / biddaf NationaParks and Protected Areésppendix 1)

Category la areas are managed mainly for science. MuBtayset, HattagKulkyne,

Gunbower, Lower Goulburn and Wad@vens National Parks, Leaghur State Ragdsen

Bend ParkKings Billabong Paakd NyalgVinifera Park are assigned to Category Il (National
Park). Category Il areas are managed primarily for ecosystem conservation and recreation.
MurraycKulkyne Park is assigned to Category Il (Natural Monument). Category Il areas are
managed for tle conservation of particular natural featuré&venty-sixstate gamereserves
reserved under the Crown LaifideservepsActare assigned to Category VI and managed under
the Wildlife Actwhichprovides forhuntingand thepreservation of wildlifehabitat. Current

IUCN categories for other reserves in the planning area are shoappandixl.

HattahcKulkyne National Park and Murii§ulkyne Park were declared a biosphere reserve in
Mpym dzy RSNJ ! b9{/ hQa aly IyR (KS estadsidIKSNS LINE I NI
scientific basis for the improvement of relationships between people and their environments
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Three sites within the planning areae listed under the Ramsar Convention for their
international importanceas identified within the wider range of weds contained within the
Ramesar criterighttps://www.ramsar.org) e.g.habitat for migratory birds

Under the Ramsar Convention there is an obligation to maintain the ecological character of
Ramsar sites as at the time of listing. The ecological character for each site is described in
accordance with the national frameworkhe sites are:

w Kerang Wetlads (9419 hg consisting oHird Swamp and Stevensow&npwildlife
reservesand parts of Kerang Regional Park #émelKerang, Johnson Swamp, Cemetery
Forest, Little Lak€harm Cullens Lake and Koorangigdlife reserveswithin the planning
area andwater supply reserves

w Gunbower Forest (9330 haonsisting ofcsunbower National Parkp8nce Bridge
Education Aregpart of Murray RivePark (proposedyithin the planning areand other
Qrown land,including all of Gunbower State Forest, and private land

w HattahcKulkyne Lakes (955 haonsisting ofL.2 of thel8lakes in HattalKulkyne National
Park

Gunbower Island, Hattah Lakes, Kings Billabong, Lake Little CharrKellgi&evenson
Swamp and the Lower Goulburn River Floodplaincaresideredhationally important
wetlands (DOE 2@).

Natural values

The River Red Gum Parks are critically important for the conservation of a diverse range of

flora and faunaManyof VictorieZQa NJ NB ' yR GKNBIF G§SYySR aLIlSOASa |
Gum Parks. Tise include many migratory bird species that depend on the specialised wetland
ecosystems throughout the River Red Gum Parks.

A key featurds theextent of the River Red Gum forests ahd diversity of the other
vegetation communities, from thBox;lronbark forests of theeasternhills to thepermanent,
intermittent or episodidreshwater wetlands of the floodplain and saline wetlandsheffar
north-west.

Two keynatural ecosystems are recognised in the planning area: Dry Forests and Wogdlands
andInland Waers and WetlandsThese are further classified inten sub-ecosystemsone of
which Riverine Forest and Woodlanid the dominansub-ecosystem of the planning area
(table6.1).

The planning area, as part of the Murgdarling Basin, lsageonorphology of national
significancdsection 6.3). HattahLakes are thdargestoverflowlake system of national
geological significanaen the Murray RiverThe Ovens River Heritage River remains the only
substantial, essentially unregulated Victorian trilary of the Murray RivefThe broad area of
River Red Gum forest contaifmir othergeological sites of national significance and 16 sites
that are important at a state level (VEAC 20@)meof these sites are on private freehold
land or on public lanthat isnot in the planning area.

Theproposed Murray River Pafermsone ofthe major links in a chain of forest along the
Murray Rivethat extendsfor a distance of more than 600 kihe park wilprovidefor
improved managemenenhancing habitat camectivity for the Red Gurforests along the
river.
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Cultural heritage significance

Aboriginal occupation of the Murray River Basin extends batdast50 000 yars.Ancestral

burial sites ceremoniakites, scar trees, shell middens and other features and sites all attest to
this ancént occupationThe Traditional Owners of land in the River Red Gum Parks have a rich
culture that is embodied i€ountry which includes the land, water, environment, tarages,

oral histories, practiceand storiesTraditional learning and teaching is still practised and this
heritage continues for Aboriginal people today arath be shared with all Australiaridany
Aboriginal placemameshave sirvived, and many more cde found on early mapgqr

example Hiscocks 1874).

Manysignificantareas and places in the planning area are associated with the early European
exploration and settlement of the areas well as later river transpoiitrigation agriculture
and other ativities.

Recreation and naturbased tourism benefits

The River Red Gum Parks offer unique settings andrgeiad opportunities for outdoor

adventure, commonly themed around the rivers and wetlands. The parks play an important
roleincreatingahealth y A NPy YSy (i GKIF G KSf LA G2 FdZf FAE LIS2 LI
spiritual needs. They are a favourite yeaund destination for people seeking remote

recreational experiences, particularly during holiday periods.

A wide variety of recreation activitiese undertaken ranging froncampingboating and

fishing togame hunting andaad touring Roads and tracks passing through River Red Gum

Parks form a major part of the River Red Gum Drive2 y S 2 T + foudwireditivie Q4 A O2y A O
adventures. Local towperators offer a variety of guided or organised recreation activities in

the planning areaDuck hunting is als@ popular activity in somef the parks and reserves

during open seasons.
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The River Red Gum Pagdso have social value because of their special significance to a
particular community or group. Many communities around the planning area have strong
historical links to river transport, irrigation agriculture, grazing and forestry, or long
associations wh the paks through visitor activities.

Ecosystem services and economic benefits

Ecosystem services are the tangible benefits that people receive from nature. The ecosystem
services derived from the parks include:

W provisioning services, such as the supply of clean water

w regulating services, such as flood and drought regulation and maintaining liveable climates

w supporting services, such as air and water purification, nutrient cycling, absorbing and
storing carbem and preventing soil erosion

w cultural services, such as the fulfilment of spiritual, educational and recreation needs

w biodiversity services, su@sthe vast gene pool as a resource for research into medical,
industrialandagricultural and other apjdations.

The extensive wetlands and stream systems in the planning area provide quality water that is
vital for agricultural, industrial and domestic use, as well as for maintaining the ecological
integrity of the ecosystems.

The River Red Gum Parks aspport the local and wider economy. They make a significant
contribution to recreation expendituré€OPl 2014and provide indirect economic benefits to
the businesses that support those industries. They also provide direct employment in park
management ad operation. In addition, parks provide improved community health and
wellbeing from participation in recreation activities in parks.
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